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Abstract: “Nan mian bu” (X445, inevitably not) is a relatively underexplored type of redundant
negation in previous studies. The term “nan mian” (¥£, inevitable) inherently involves double
negation, making it highly distinctive among various types of redundant negation constructions. The
structure “nan mian (bu)” can occur not only before negative components, but also before neutral
ones. The formation and stabilization of “nan mian bu” are influenced by both the structure of “nan
mian” (as in “X mian bu”) and the syntactic pattern “X bu...?/.” In this context, the particle “bu”
functions less as a truth-functional negator and more as a prosodically weakened affix-like element,
following “nan mian” and often accompanied by a pause. The use of this redundant negation
construction typically results in a more euphemistic and subjective expressive effect.
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